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How We Die

· Nearly half of all Americans die in a hospital.

Source: Centers for Disease

Control (2005) [PDF]

· Nearly 70 percent of Americans die in a hospital, nursing home or long-term-
care facility.

Source Centers for Disease

Control (2005) [PDF]

· 7 out of 10 Americans say they would prefer to die at home.

Source: Time/CNN Poll

(2000)

· Only 25 percent of Americans actually die at home.

Source: Centers for Disease

Control (2005) [PDF]

· More than 80 percent of patients with chronic diseases say they want to avoid
hospitalization and intensive care when they are dying.

Source: Dartmouth Atlas of

Health Care (2005)

· Hospitalizations during the last six months of life are rising: from 1,302
hospital admissions per 1,000 Medicare recipients in 1996 to 1,442 in 2005.

Source: Dartmouth Atlas of

Health Care (2005)

· ICU stays of longer than a week have been increasing. In 1996, 10 percent of
Medicare recipients spent at least a week in an ICU during the last six months
of their lives; by 2005, the number was 14.4 percent.

Source: Dartmouth Atlas of

Health Care (2005)
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